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[Start]
[00.21] Well, howdy Mars Hill.

Goodto seeya- ifyou're new, my name's Mark, uh, one of the pastors here at the church. And uh, we
usually go through books of the Bible. Right now we're doin'kinda a peculiarseries where we let people
post questions online and thenvotes - we got 893 questions, five and half thousand comments, and
343,000 votes. We chose the top nine, uh, questionsthat were voted upon. We turned'emintoa
serieswe're calling Religion Saves.

Todayis on the question of the emerging church - which probably if you go to Mars Hill you have noidea
whatthe meansandyou don’t'care. And, uh... | apologize inadvance because the sermon has nothing
todo withyou. So I'll getthrough the questions, spend the last half - in the Bible, which is all you really
care about.

Um

Asfaras thistopicgoesas well, I'll putablogup thisweek-it'll have a link toan article | did for the
Criswell Theological Review, it'llhave alecture | did at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary on this
issue, it'll have alink to the Listening to the Beliefs of Emerging Churches book | contributedto-1do
some of this, stuff, on thisissue. Andyou can pray as well, I've got an article coming out forthe
Christian Research Journal - I thinkit's the coverstory of the magazine - thissummeron the emerging
church - thisissue - whichis an extension of Hank Hannegraff - the Bible Answer Man's Christian
Research Institute - and his radio program. So.

I'll goahead and pray and see if we got anything here that's of benefitto us... and uh, glad to have you
all with us, and for more information again, just check the blog at marshillchurch.org this week.

Father, we beginthatacknowledgingthatyou're agreat God. That you've loved us well; thatyou've
pursued us, and you have found us through your son Jesus Christ. Lord Jesus, as we talk about your
church, itis always my prayerthat the church would be a second priority and that you would be the first
priority, and that really thatthe church is nothing more than the people who have metyou and are
thrilled tobelongtoyouand wantotherstocome experience thatsame joy. And so as we study Father,
| do ask that you would send ht Holy Spirit to illuminate our understanding of your word and empower
me to do a good job teaching somethingthat, uh, that| normally wouldn't teach at Mars Hill, butin your
providence | believeitisappointed for me to teach this, and | thank you for the pastors who are joining
us early forthe conference - | pray this will be of help tothem as well asthe people who call this church
home, so Holy Spirit, | ask that you would help usto learnand in Jesus good name, amen.

[2.46] Well, here isthe, uh, question - I'll start by telling you this: there's the internal ministry of Mars
Hill Church - our six campuses, our sixth campuses opening shortly downtown - and you can pray for
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pastorTim G? They had theirmorning, sortarough launch this morningand then they have their
eveningservice tonight. They officially launch on March 16th, they were running cable through his
office forthe computers this week, and a cracked pipe fell through the ceiling tile and broke on his desk,
sothat pretty much tellsyou where we're at with our downtown campus. It was an old club with go-go
dancertablesandthe whole thing, and so, you know, pray for pastor Tim - he's going to have an exciting
testimony, and pray he doesn'tgetanything.

[laughter]

Lot of hand-sanitizerinthat campus.

Ourinternal ministryis, you know, scattered across our six campuses. Ourexternal ministryincludes
and online audience thatis about 10x the size of Mars Hill - so every weekI'll preach and 10x the
numberwho hearitat one of ourcampuseslistenonline. Thatincludes books and conferences and
church planting and otherthings we do externally, and | preach in the church about 40-42 Sundaysa
year, and about the same numberof sermonsthat| preach here | preach outside of the church - at
different conferences and churches around the country and around the nation.

Andsowhat happensis, whenwe opened up this Q&A session, many of those people who are pastors
andleadersandare interested in what's goingoninthe global church - they're the ones whoreally
came up with this question, and my guessis no one at Mars Hill Church actually voted forthis question,
because we don't use language like "emerging church." People comeinandthey'll say, "Oh, are youan
emerging church?" and ourpeople are like [pitch change] "I dunno. I have a Bible. It'sawesome.
[laughter]. And, uh..Jesusisalive! Whatteam doesthatputme on?" That's all we really care about.
Thatbeingsaid, I'll apologize to all the Mars Hill people.

[4.35] But here isthe question, and we're answeringit forall of our online friends, including those who
are part of the pajamahadim - all the bloggers. So, here isthe question.

What can traditional or established churcheslearn from "emerging churches?" What can be learned?

Well, I'll start by defining the teams. I'll tell you that atraditional or established church | define in my
book Confessionsin acouple different ways, but, simply put - these are some of the hallmarks of a
traditional church. Thefirstisthat missionsisn'tsomethingyoudoinyourcity orinyour country:
missionsisoverseas. Soyousend Americansto Africa, or Americans to China-so missionsisover there.
Andwe believeitsboth here and there, butthe traditional church seesitasoverthere.

[5.20] Secondly, the culture that they worked in was primarily modern, and it was the resultof a
thousand year reign of what we'll call Christendom. And for much of this nation's history - most people
were raised with some experience of church, most people wentto church, and furthermore the culture
was primarily Christianinvalue if notin belief. So-people were heterosexual-they'd get married,
they'd have kids. Sex outside of marriage was generally frowned upon culturally speaking. Sunday - you
know, businesses were shut down because that's a Christian day and people don'tneedtogo to
businesses - that's aday of Sabbath, and people would put on their best clothes - Dad would put on his
bestsuit, Mom would puton herdress, and the kids would all getdressed up... Sunday was "goin'to
church-meeting" day, and the day was devoted to the Lord. And that was the general world.

Sothe result was - most people, when yousaid "God" - they knew something about the God of the
Bible - when you said Jesus they'd heard about him, if they didn't already know him. Andthe
expectation was that we're basically a Christian nation, and people are supposed to go to church. And
that was the contextin whichthe modern church was built - and then, when you would go a church
service, the building was generally considered sacred and holy - it's aspecial place, so you'd take your
hat off if you're a guy, you'd dress up inyour best attire, you don't come casually, and it's goingfora
formal meeting with God. Andyou'd have - sometimes the pastors would weararobe, uh, which, |
don't, unlessit'sablack Jedi knightone - | think that would be kinda cool, I'd actually go for that.
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And sometimesthere'd be like ahand bell choir-if you're at Mars Hill you're like - | don't know what
you're talking about - me neither, but thisiswhatI've heard from those who were alive in those days.
[laughter] Additionally, there'd be achoir-you'dsingfrom a hymnal. Older, musical style from...|
dunnowhatera. Sometimesan organ would accompany - but you wouldn'tget drums or anythinglike
that- although that'svery very very controversial - that's sorta the traditional church with certain
modifications... uh

[7.25] eh... take an excursus with me and then I'll come back to the topic - here's my story: | didn't grow
upinProtestantismatall. I grew up Irish Catholic- my dad was a union drywaller named Joe, and like
Jesus'daddy Joe, my dad swunga hammerforaliving,so- | grew up insouth Seattle. |was bornin
Grand Forks, ND. Assoon as my parents could afford a full tank of gas, we left ND and we came to WA -
and | grew up insouth Seattle, goingto an Irish Catholickinda church. And, | went until 5th, 6th, 7th
grade, and | also wentfrom publicschool to catholicschool - whichif you've beento catholicschool - I'm
SORRY. It's notfun at all. Ahh... there's, nuns, who, uh - they, they beatyou. [laughter] It'sscary.

[8.12] I went to Catholicschool 5th, 6th, 7th grade and | was actually an altar boy - I'd accompany the
priest with massandall that- and | didn'thave a bad experience. |justgotbored withit- didn't care,
andso | begged my parents "please send me back tothe publicschool”-and | refused to goto church
any more. And sometimes my mom, dad - she really loved me - still really does, and we getalong great -
Ifyou're here Mom - hi - my mom, though, she'd say "Marky" - she always calls me Marky - she still calls
me Marky - uh, don't dothat - but my Mom does, and she can, because she's my Mom. But my mom
would say "Marky, you gotta go to church," cause she was afraid | was goingto hell, and the reason she
feltthat way was cause | was goin'to hell. [laughter]

[8.47] And uh, and so occasionally I'd go with my mom basically out of guilt. Like, "alright mom, | love
ya-it'sa good place to take a nap, I'm feelin'tired - let'sdoit." Sooccasionallyl'd go withmy mom and
I'd take a nap during the Catholicchurch service, and eventually | just stopped going all together. Fast
forward - 17 years of age in high school, meet a cute gal, aaannd... reallylike her,and soshe bought me
aBible - her daddy was a pastor. Andso fast-forwardto college - I'm readingthat Bible, anditdawns on
me - I'm really nota Christian and, | uh, God saves me, right? If you're a Calvinist: God saves me. If
you're an Armenian, "l gave my life to the Lord at the age of 19, while in college." [laughter] However
thisworks. Sol because aChristianin college atthe age of 19, and then, uh, God called me into ministry
and spoke to me and said, marry Grace, thiswoman - moral of the storyis, she buysyou a Bible, you buy
heraring- call it a deal. [laughter]

So, God said: merry Grace, plantchurches, train men, and, uh, preach the Bible. So okay, that's what
I'mdoing. Grace and | got married at 21, graduated at 22, moved back to Seattle, worked ata church as
acollegeinternforaboutayear, yearand a half, and then started a small Bible studyinarental homein
Wallingford? And uh, decided this would be Mars Hill Church.

Andl'd neverbeenamember of a church; I'd neverbeenapastorina church; didn'tgo to Bible college,
didn'tgoto seminary - I preached oncein a church - itdidn't go very well - some people got up and left
halfway through the sermon - some things never change [light laughter] - so | felt, well, with this
breadth of experience it's time to start at church at the age of 25. So, Grace and | started thislittle bible
studyinourhome - we say it started about the size of a Mormon family - there's about 10-12 of us
gathered together, and pretty soonitkindaoutgrew the livingroom, sowe moved into achurch and we
had a bible study at night, and it kept growing and became Mars Hill Church.

[10.30] Well, we started in October of 1996, and it was around that time | got a call from an organization
called Leadership Network - they're still friends to this day and | love them very much - and they said -
couldyou come speak at our conference we have foryoung pastors? | didn't know there were pastor's
conferences-l'd neverbeentoone-solsaid, "sure, whatever," sol wentdown to Mt. Herman, CA, nice
conference center, and the topicwas "generation X" -
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whichisaridiculoustopic, because the assumptionisthatall people born between this yearand this
yearare exactly the same. Whichisnot true - people are much more complicated than birthday - they
way they think, theirexperience, their culture - it's way more complicated. | mean, it's justaweird way
to break a church down - you may as well choose height. You know - | meanyou could pick random,
abstract - ohlp-you're oversix foot - nope, you're a Baptist [laughter] you're undersixfoot? you're an
Episcopalian. Sorry-it'slike the rides at the fair: you've gotta be thistall. Andit just-it'sweird waysto
divide people that didn't make any sense, so, | got up and lectured on postmodernism, and the shift
from the modern to the postmodern world, and | did my philosophical undergrad on Cartesian
epistemology: Descartesand his theory of knowledge, and -loand behold-itwasinteresting because,
again - get this-thisis 1997 - all of a sudden now it's really abigissue ten yearslater- because
Christians are always abouttenyearslate. Always, right? | mean, we're gonnabe into glamrock pretty
soon -almostthere, you know?

[12.01] uhhh, so what happenedthenisthe phone started ringing off the hook, and now I'minto the
evangelicalsubculture that | have no experiencein. I'mnotina denomination. I'mjustaguy plantinga
church. And at this point we're running maybe sixty, eighty people - 1 don't know. It was notimpressive.
Most of them were drunkindie rockers who still hadn't finished rehab. No one was tithing. The whole
thing was a goat rodeo. It was justan absolute nightmare.

Andthen | start gettingthese calls, "Hey, could you come consultforthis denomination, speak at this
conference, do thistelevision interview, do this radio interview, and I'm at home - literally - because we
have no office, no secretary, and the phone ringsto my house. Andwe don'thave a church lineanda
house line cause we can't afford both - so there's one line at my house, and | answerthe phone, "Uh,
yes, couldwe" - thisis the calls I'm taking - "could we schedule and interviewfor Pastor Mark with this
radio station, orthis television..."

"well, hold onlet me check"

[lowervoice - imitating himself] "hello?" [laughter]

Justweird. :) uh. And I'm not makingany money forlike three years, and I'mworking forfree-so |
starttakingthese speaking gigs to make ends meet. Solgo on the road, and we getthis little team of
speakerstogether. And Leadership Networkis hostingit.

Andthenthey hire aguy named Doug Pagittto run it. ChrisSeayisalreadya guy on that team - pretty
soon, uh, there'sacouple guysloosely connected - aguy named Spencer Burke, aguy named Dan
Kimball. Thenaguy gets broughton... loosely affiliatedis another guy Tony Jones, and... Andrew Jones,
andthenanotherguy named Brian McLaren gets put onthe team. And we're kindatravellingand
speakingtogether.

[13.32] Andwe go out to dinnerand have these "conversations" - whatis now the big Conversation was
actually alittle conversation years ago. Andljustdecided atthat point- "I'm out." Theyleft Leadership
Network - started something called Terra Nova. Then it morphedintosomethingcalled Emergent
Village, which you may have heard of. There's alot of controversy around that organization. Most of
those guys are still involved, and that'swhen | got out.

Fora couple reasons. One -immature, arrogant, mouthy, cursing, bad temper- | just had to go home
and grow up, and, learn and change and repentand grow in humility. | wasn'tready totell everybody
how to do everything.

Secondly, my church was such a wreck, right? | rememberstanding up before alarge denomination,
and one of the pastors said, "well, how dowe do church like yours?" Andlsaid "don't do itlike mine."
Mine...nobody gives; everybody's living together"

"Why are you up there?"

"Good question -amazing question | have noanswerfor." Whateveryoudo-don’t' do whatl...
Irealize, | don'thave a church that's exemplary in any way - | got nothingto say.
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Thirdly, my wife was giving birth to my oldest daughter Ashley, and | need to go home and be with my
wife and mykid. The church needed mytime, energy, and attention - it was atotal mess. Young,
messed up, goofed up church plant.

And lastly, the theological discussions we were having just really frustrated me - to be totally frank with
you. We'd be eatingdinnerandthey'd be like [more effeminate] "Allright, let's talk. Let's have a
conversation." Anddon'tgetme wrong - | like conversations. | have awife, I've got two daughters -1
have themall the time. [some laughter] uh...

[15.01] Butthese are bad conversations. These are the kind of conversations - like Genesis 3where
Satan comes and asked "Did God really say?" | don't like those kind of conversations - especially with
PASTORS. They're asking questions like, uh "Isit wrong to be gay?"

Yeah. Like, are we voting? Like are you serious? [laughter] Like...Ithought thisissue was settled, like,
and- I'm getting a room by myself tonight. [laughter] You guys all scare me -1 don't know what we're
doinghere.

Questionslike- I stillremember eating dinner one nightand they're like, "Alright. Do we really believe
inhell?" I'mlike, "Hell yeah! We do!" I mean, whatthe? Why are we talkingaboutthis? | thought
we're all Christian pastors!

So, |, I left,and | came home to do my own thingand started Mars Hill. Well, what started out as a little
conversation - sortaacouple guys on the dirt path saying, "where are we gonna go with the church?" -
hasledtoa multi-lane highway.

I'll tell you what we all agree on. Oneisthat the world has changed, right? That heterosexual people
thatgrow up in church and have a lot of kids and go to church on Sunday by rule - that's the norm any
more. Alright? I mean-it's justnot. We liveina world where half the people are singlein our country.
Soit's not just family friendly. Most people are livingin the city, notinthe suburbs. Most people didn't
grow upin the church - they don't have any church background. Especiallyincities like Seattle, it's not
even post-Christian - it's still PRE-Christian.

[16.24] Sothe worldis changed. Secondly, thatolder ministry methods don'twork. Theyjustdon't
work. I mean, | know a church, nottoo longago spent3.5 milliondollarsonaneworgan. Anew organ.
Notlike ahard or along? Somethingyoureally need-youknow -a different kind of organ. Andlasked
one of the pastors, "why did you do this?" and he said, "well, ourattendance isdown." -andI'm like,
"That'll fixitright there, that'll help. [laughter] You're gonnawant some guys to park the horse and
buggiestoo." | meanyou gotta think all thisthrough - you know? | mean, whatthe? Uhhh....

And and and - the old ministry methods aren't working, and additionally - what we all agree onisthat,
uh, the church needs to assume a missionary posture. Thatit's not just othernationsthatare lostand
have bizarre culture that don'tknow Jesus and need missionaries: that's here too. If youtook
statistically all the non-Christians in America, they would comprise - some would say - the fourth largest
nation onthe earth. Alright? There's plenty of non-Christiansin ourown culture.

[17.27] Now here'swhere we disagree. What | will use istwo hands. And| believe doctrine/belief goes
inone hand. And practice, or methodology, goesinanother. The problem with fundamentalist
Christianity isthateverything goesintotwo hands. We believe the bible and Jesus and everybody's a
sinnerand apartfrom Jesusyou don't go to heaven and he's our great God and Savior- if youdon't
believeinlesusyou're gonnagotoHell --They putall the doctrine in the closed hand, which | say
"Great!"

Butthenthey putthe methodsinthe closed hand, soit's... justreally inflexible, rigid, outdate, old
school, nofun. They call themselves "fundamentalists" whichisalie. 'Cause they're nofunatall. And
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everything goesintothosetwo hands.

Now liberals come along and they say, "well, we're very open with our methodology, and style and
musicand how to love people and be involved with the culture...and they're also very open with their
doctrine: "oh! We're notsure if the Bible God'sword, we're not sure if Jesusis God, we're not sure if
anybody's goingto hell - we're not sure about much of anything."

And ourapproach has always beentwo-handed. Whatwe believe is timeless, and what we do should be
timely. That we needto be very strong with our Bible-believing doctrinal convictions, and very flexible -
meaning whereverthe Biblegives us freedom, we need touse it. So | use the language thatwe're
theologically conservative and we're culturally - 1 didn't say politically - culturally liberal. Meaning,
there'salot of freedom here.

[18.444] And we don'tagree on these things because many are two-handed - oh let's do new kind of
churchand alsolet'sinvent new kinds of Christians. Say-no, no, no... those are called "cults." right?
The "new" Christians are cults.

We're supposed to be old Bible-believin', Jesus lovin' Christians that Christianity doesn't change. Now
the wayits expressed and culturally demonstrated does change.

Now all of thatis myintroduction to the four lanes on the highway.

The firstis the "emerging evangelicals" - By evangelicals | mean that doctrinally they believe that the
Bible is God'sword, we're sinners, Jesus was born of avirgin, lived without sin, died on across, rose for
oursalvation, and there reallyis heaven, there reallyis hell. The bigissues. Andthe emerging
evangelicals tend to do hip-cool church, and church within achurch, and church planting...and guys that
areinthislane are like Dan Kimball - who's a friend - and Rick McKinley, who's a pastorand a friend -
andJohn Burke who's a good guys and a friend, and Donald Miller, who wrote the book Blue Like Jazz -
kindablewuponhim-he's agoodguy, anda friend, uh...and these guys are just trying to say, "well,
we're not trying to change all of Christianity - we're just trying to make church and Christianity more
relevant- more applicable to people who otherwise have nointerestinJesus orchurch. We would
disagree withthemonafew things: alot of them have women pastors and such, but for the most part
thatlane's fine - we're notgonnado any drive-bys. We love them. It'scool. Allswell.

[20.05] Alright, now the nextteam s the "house church evangelicals" and again doctrinally they're
Christian brothers and sisters...we would disagree on afew minorthings, but noreasonto run theircar
off theroad. Um and the house churchthingis "let's getrid of pastorsand buildingand preacherslike
me" To whichlsay: no. But anyways, and they would say that and they would say, "let's stop having
bigchurch - let's do little church. Let's meetin houses and coffee shopsand let'sjustdo 10, 20, 30
people max." They would say, "it works around the world," and | would say yeah, it tends to workin
countries like Chinawhere Christianity is outlawed and it has to go underground... Idon't thinkitworks
bestforthisculture. Andthe wouldsay, "well, it's Biblical" and | would say, "well - the early churchin
Acts 2 - they metfrom house to house to be sure, and they met inthe temple courtsforlarge meetings -
and | would say Mars Hill's built that way. We do our large meetings on Sunday. We meetinhomes-
basically house churches with meals, and Bible study and prayerand care and share and love and
community and relationship...during the course of the week. Andthey're nottryingto change whatwe
believe, they're just tryingtoinnovate a new style for church.

Thirdly, the "emerging reformers." Thisis myteam, soobviously thisistherightone-sol'll explainitto
youingreatdepth [laughter]. These are people who believe all the evangelical distinctives and are
trying tofind a way to make the church more relevant, accessible, culturally connected. Alotofusare
involved in church planting - that's our Acts 29 network that we're privileged to be a part of with some
greatguys. Uh, thisincludes, uh, like Dr. Tim Keller'sin New York, and Sovereign Grace with C.J.
Mahaney - uh, we love the reformed theological tradition. Sowe love John Calvin and Martin Luther
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andthe Puritans and Jonathan Edwards and Charles Hadon Spurgeon - one of my personal favorites.
We like the early founders of evangelicalism 50years ago: Billy Graham, John Stott, J.I. Packer, Francis
Schaffer. Presentday, we love missiologist like Ed Stetzer, preachers like Dr. John Piper. We love
theologians like Dr. Wayne Grudem and Dr. D.A. Carson - I'm privileged to really know all these guys,
they're wonderfulguys by the way. And, uh, that would be our team.

[22.12] We believe whatthe evangelicals believe, and afew more distinctives, we tend to only have
male pastors. 1 Tim 3 and Titus 1 encourages usinthat direction. Um, the emerging house church guys,
they're led by aguy like Neil Cole, who wrote the book Organic Churches, and Frost and Hirsch - two
Australian missiologists - thisteam, thislane | should say, I'm kindainit. Matt Chandler, who's here to
preach this week, and my buddy Darin Patrick - these guys are both friends - thisis kindaourlane. This
iskindawhere we're at. Anduh, ittendsto be differentthanolderReformedtheologyinthatworshipis
pretty free, and we tend to be charismatic. Meaning- all the gifts are for today: speakingin tongues,
healing. We believeinall of that. Andwe tendto be alittle more loose aboutit.

And whathappenedis, in September 2006, Christianity Today wrote an article saying the two hot
theologies amongyoung pastors are this "emerging reformers" - ourlane. Andthe "emergentliberals" -
the lane that| was, uh, somewhat connected to, and, left. And|would saythat my problem with this
teamis notthey are tryingto find innovative ways to do church. But they're all callinginto question
many Christian doctrines which should not be questioned. Particularly by those who claimto be
pastors. So, "we're justasking questions. We're asking questions, 'IsJesus fully God?' 'Did he die onthe
crossinour place for oursins?' 'ls anybody really going to Hell?' 'Doyou need Jesusto goto heaven?'
'Is sex outside of marriage - including homosexuality - sinful?' Many of these issues they won'tanswer
the questions. Now, the leadersin thislane are menlike, Brian MclLaren - who |l love. And | know all of
these guys exceptforRob Bell. Iknow all the guysinall the lanes, and | would tell you personally they're
all gracious guys- | love them. They've notbeen mean, cruel, orunkind to meinany way. Soit's nota
personal beef. Butit'sa concern for the content of theirinstruction.

[24.04] Soit'dincluded Brian McLaren, Doug Pagitt, and Rob Bell - who also has a church called "Mars
Hill" - no way affiliated with us -in Grand Rapids, Ml. And my concernis, like, aguy like Bell -in his
book Velvet Elvis, he basicallysays, you know, if we getrid of, forexample, the virgin birth of Jesus - we
don'treallylose anything! Isay we lose the Bible and Jesus. um, that's a lot. That's pretty much
everything. You're sawing off the branch we're all sitting on. Ifthe Bible liesaboutJesus - we've lost
everything. Jesus motherinthe Bible isdeclared to be avirgin. That'swhat itsays. If we lose that, we
lose alot.

A guy like McLaren won'tanswerthe homosexuality question. He won'tanswerthe question of the
crossor hell. All these questionsthey continually duck. |asked Doug Pagitt-and by the way - they're
part of something called the "Emergent Village" - uh, notan organization that | am favorable toward.
And Rob Bell has McLaren cover his pulpitand preach for him - sothey're all working togetherto some
degree. Andlasked Doug Pagitt- we contributed to a book - they're five of us - Listening to the Beliefs
of Emerging Churches - and National PublicRadio kinda hosted adebate, discussion, conversation. Can't
debate any more - you have to converse. Um, people's feelings get hurt - thenthey blog. [laughter].

[25.19] And so, we had a conversation-and so | asked him- is... Doug's a friend and a good guy, a guy
that| personally enjoy. Isaid, "isit okay to be a homosexual and a Christian?" He said, "sure."

It'slike, "really?" Really. I mean, they're callinginto question, or outright dismissing Christian doctrine
thathas been established forareallylongtime. Andso | would say the three lanes-that | listed first -
they're friends - 1 don't have any, you know, grave concerns - maybe some minor disagreements.

Thisfourth lane of the Emergent Village - I think they've totally gotten off the highway and they're lost

outinthe woods. Now some of you who are here then are pastors because we have the conference
comingup, and many of you are Mars Hill folk, and you would wonder-whatisthe result of this? Well,
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give you a quote from Dr. Al Mohler- he's the president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary - he
says this:

"“Whenitcomesto issues such asthe exclusivity of the gospel, the identity of Jesus Christ as both fully
human and fully divine, the authority [authoritative] and character of Scripture as written revelation,
andthe clearteaching of Scripture concerningissues such as homosexuality, this movement simply
refusestoanswerthe questions.” Mohlerfurtherassertsthatthe "emerging movement" - the
emergentmovement- "represents asignificant challengeto biblical Christianity"

[Driscoll doesn't attribute but seems to be quoting from Baptist Press article from 23 March 2005]

[26.36] | agree with him. | thinkat best, it'snew liberalism. Atworstitcould be cultish, and goingina
completelynew religious direction.

Thatbeingsaid, some of you are here wondering - why are we talking about this? Because | have to
answerthe question - sonow I'mgoingto move on. Because, you know what? We don't care.

Andyou know what? You shouldn't care. Because whatcan happenis- youget so messed up andso
concerned...it'sso easy for Christians towonder - "what's this Christian sayin?" and "whatteamam |
on?"and"what does this guy think?" and "what does this blogger say about this blogger?" I'll tell you
what - maybe thisis what you can learn from the emerging church - you know - what false doctrine is.
Maybe that'sa good thingto learn.

[27.13] Andwhat | wouldtell youis-when we started Mars Hill Church - | didn't start as part of the
emerging church-and| wasn'treading books aboutthe emerging church - and | wasn'ttryingto figure
outwhatthe otherchurches were doing. The two things we really care about- | really care about - are
Jesusandthe Bible.

Soforme, I'm looking at the life of Jesus, reading my Bible, trying to figure out - Lord God - what do you
wantusto do at Mars Hill churchin the city of Seattle - whatis our mission and call and message? So
thatbeingsaid - who cares what the emerging churchisdoing? It'sa junk drawer category for all kinds
of different people. It's highly confusing. I'm not even sure that the description is any more of benefit of
use...soplease goto Acts 17 and we'll talk about something that matters.

Now, in Acts chapter 17 - thisis where we launched Mars Hill Church, and thisis Paul's ministry at Mars
Hill - sothisis actually where we getthe name of our church. Andinsharingthiswithyou- | haven't
preached thistextsince 1996 - Octoberof'96. Thiswasthe openingnighttextof Mars Hill. So what|
wouldsayis - for those of you that are here - both of you who are here and care about this question -
andthose would listen online - my answerwould be:

[28.28] we didn't start reading all the books onthe emerging church - we started by reading the Bible.
We didn'tworry about what everybody was doing. We were tryingto figure out what Jesus was up to.

That's all that really matters atthe end of the day.

Namestitles, teams - they come and go - butJesusis the same yesterday, today, and forever. Sol'll tell
you aboutJesus-thisiswhere | getexcited. Therestis juststuff | talkaboutat conferences... Idon't
know why.

Sohere'sthe deal: Jesusis GOD. NOWwe'rein to somethinggood! Jesusis God. And he cameinto
human history as a missionary. Alright? God made us - we sinned against him-he pursued usinlove -

hisname is JESUS.

And he came as a missionaryin culture - he says 39 timesinJohn's gospel - "the Fatherhassent me." --

Mark Driscoll Page 8



that'sa missionary. He left his culture in heaven, came to earth, he spoke the language, ate the food, he
wore the clothes, he celebrated the holidays - he, uh, participated in the customs of that culture. Okay?
And eventually he lives withoutasin-he'sborn of avirgin, lives withoutsin - eventually goes tothe
cross - and there he substitutes himself, and he diesin our place, foroursins, payingourdebtto God -
and payingour price for our salvation.

[29.36] Three days later he rises and he ascends back into heaven. And before he left, inJohn chapter
17, he prayed the longest prayerof any recorded prayer of Jesusin the Bible - and he prayed thatyou
and | - who are Christians - and | know, know notall of you are - he prayed that we'd be missionariesin
John 17 - he says, "Father, as you have sent me, so | am sendingthem" - the Christians. AndJesus
prayedjust priortothat, inJohn 17.15 - that we would not be fundamentalists or liberals. He says -
Father, my prayeris not that you take them out of the world." - see, that'sfundamentalism. Leave the
world, turn off your TV - throw out your mp3 player, you know, find agood piece of land, put up barbed
wire, load your gun, get some canned goods, read books on the rapture - freak your kids out - cause the
endisnear.

Right? Cause that's classicfundamentalism, right? Classicfundamentalism - separate fromthe culture -
withdraw.

He says- my prayeris not that you take them out of the world - my prayeris that you would protect
them-Jesus says - John 17.15 - from Satan - the evil one. Cause Satan'sat work in the world. And he
wants us to not think Biblically, not act Biblically, not live in holiness - live compromised lives of sin. And
that's classicliberalism.

Jesussays, "ldon't wantyou to be fundamentalists, and | don't wantyou to be liberals. | wantyouto be
missionaries onthe earth, inthe culture - but not sinning - as | was, followingin my example." Andto
lead the charge, after he ascended into heaven, Jesus came back down to save aguy named Saul - you
might know him as Paul. And appointed him asthe missionarytothe Gentiles-me, you, us-the non-
Jews.

[31.10] Andso what we needtodo is look at Jesus, and then Paul, as our example of whatit means -
individually and corporately, to take a missionary posture. Andtodothat, we'll goto a city called
Athens-Acts 17.16 - "now while Paul waswaitingforthemin Athens" -sothe firstthingis, you've gotta
pay attentiontowhat's goingonin the city. Athenswas a greatcity. That's where Socrates, Plato,
Aristotle, and Alexanderthe Great had descended from. Itwasthe heart of Western Civilization for
many generations. Itisalmostimpossible to underestimate the influence of Greek philosophy and
thoughteventothe presentday.

And Paul wenttothe city. And thisisincrediblyimportant. Cities are marked by density and diversity -
more kinds of people closely packed togetherthan suburban andrural areas. If you've been at Mars Hill
foranyamountof time - you've heard all this before. There needsto be churches whereverthere are
people because God loves everyone, but cities are most strategicbecause culture is made inthe city.
The thought has been, in previous generations, that culture gets made inthe East Coasti.e. New York,
uh, the West Coasti.e. L.A., and that is would come into the middle of the nation.

Now we know that culture gets made in certain what they call "creative class cities" - like Seattle,San
Francisco, Minneapolis, Portland, uh, Denver, Atlanta, Houston, South Beach, Manhattan, certain cities
are culture making centers.

Which means Christians have, in large part, abandoned the citiesand are in every then, downstream
from culture. Andthey'll complain-"we don'tlike what'son TV; we don't like what's on the radio; we
don'tlike where culture is heading; we don't like what the politicians are offering. Well the answeris,
like Paulthen-youneedtogetintothe city. Cause the cityis where culture is made anditflows from
the city downstreamto the suburban andrural areas.
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[33.03] Andevenifachurchisministeringinasuburban or rural area, itstill needs to pay attention to
the city, and send resourcesinto plant churchesto reach the city. Becauseinthe city - that's where the
students are, that’s where the universities are, that's where the lawyers are, that's where the bankers
are, that'swhere the television stations, radio stations, newspapers, the media gatekeepers, the bands,
the record labels, the concertvenues, the art galleries, the fashion industry - everythingisin the city.
Transportation comesinto the city. Goods and services come fromthe city. If youwannachange the
world, you've gotta reach the city.

So much so, that Paul's ministry was from city to city in the book of Acts. He almost overlooks the
outlying areas altogether. By about 300AD, the historians tell us, thatabout half of the people who lived
in Roman cities were Christians - 90% of those who lived on the farm were pagans. And 'pagan’' means
"one wholivesonthe farm."

So people today are freaking out saying, oh my goodness, we live in anon-Christian world - and it's all
urban, and everyone livesin the city - what are we gonnado? And my answeris? Thisis nothingnew.
Thisis exactly how Christianity started - inavery spiritual, NOT Christian, urban environment. Nothing
new.

He goes onthen. "hisspirit was provoked within him as he saw the city was full of idols." Firstthing,
pay attentiontothe city. Secondthing, "look fortheidolatry."

There were each made toworship. Andthe questionisnot"will we worship?" but"who or whatwill we
worship?" If we don't worship Jesus, we will still worship. Ourtime, ourtalent, ourtreasure. Itwill go
tofood - we'll worship ourstomach. Itwill goto relationships-we'll worship aperson. It'llgotoour
family, to ourchildren, toourjobs, to our intellect, to ourINCOME. We worship sex, and fame and
powerand moneyandglory...and what that means that forsome peopleisarestaurantisa temple. For
some people asportsvenueisatemple. Forsome peopleaflatscreenTVisa temple, and forsome
people anotherhuman beingwhois willingto be "init" withthemisa TEMPLE. Andwe go there to
worship - to give ourself - to the person, the thing, the cause, the experience.

[35.10] Andit's easiertoseeidolatryinsomeone else's culture thanitisinourown. Wetendto be
blindtoit. Justseeitas entertainmentorhobby, oras, uh, personal preferencefor cultural enjoyment.
Goto the city and see what people are doing with theirtime, talent, and treasure. Who orwhatare
they worshippingotherthan Jesus.

Andthen histhird pointistotalk to people aboutJesus. Verse 17. "so he reasoned inthe synagogue
withthe Jewsandthe devout persons andin the marketplace with those who happened to be there."
Paul demonstratestwo methods - thisis what a missionary does. Forthose who are Jewish -they
believeinthe Old Testament-so he reasons fromthe scriptures. You'll see inaminute -forthose who
donothave a backgroundinthe Bible - he reasons TO the scriptures from the culture. But what he does
nonethelessis he talks to people aboutJesus.

If you're at Mars Hill, we wantyou to talk to friends, family, co-workers, about JESUS. If you're nota
Christian, we would loveto talkto YOU about Jesus, and what | find curious among churches, is they ask
guestionslike, "what are emerging churches doreach lost people" - and my answeris, "generally,
NOTHING."

Emerging churches are taking the disgruntled children of evangelical mega-churches and re-orienting
them into cool-hip services wherethey complain about their parents church. That's notthe point. The
pointistogetpeople whodon'tknow Jesus, and introduce them to Jesus, which means ratherthan

reading books aboutbad the churchis, it's betterto go outand talk to non-Christians about Jesus.

So, ifyou're here - and you're nota Christian-we'd love to talk to you about Jesus. If your Christian

Mark Driscoll Page 10



friend broughtyou - ask them questions on the way home aboutJESUS. Andifyou are a person that
goes to Mars Hill church - talk to your neighborabout Jesus!

[36.47] Don't worry about what every emerging church orwhatevergroupisdoing. Acrossthe street
fromyou, upstairs fromyouin the dorm or apartmentcomplexis somebody. Go up there [knocking
sound] and say howdy. Talkto them. | knowit'sa CRAZY, innovative, revolutionaryidea. Butyou could
talktothem. You might not even have to text message - you could actually do it face to face [laughter]
and have an old school conversation. Just somethingto pray about.

Andthe pointisyougo intothe city, you see whatis goin'on, and you talk to people aboutJesus. And
whenyou do, some will criticize you - take it from me.

Thathappens here, in, uh, verse 18. "Some the Epicurean and Stoicphilosophersalso conversed with
Paul, and some said 'what does this babblerwish to say?' Otherssaid 'he seemstobe a preacher of
foreign divinities'because he was preachingJesus and the resurrection." AssoonasyousayJesusis God
and he diedforyour sinsand he rose foryour salvation, some people are gonnacriticize you - make fun
of you. You'rean idiot. Didn'tyougo to college? That'sold thinking. We're intothe new spirituality.

[37.48] Now, if yougot to Mars Hill, you need to know this - | have lots of critics - praise be to God - and,
additionally, they tend to fall into two categories. Uh, people who are very sinful and people who are
veryreligious. Which, in some ways, is the same guy. Butjustwith a different outlook, okay, now.

Because | believe Jesus calls sinful peopleto repent of sin, and religious people to repent of religion.
Andwhen he callssinnersto repentance - when he says, "stop sleeping with yourgirlfriend... stop
stealing, stop lying, start reading your bible, stop worshiping false gods, stop beinginvolved in Wicca.
Whateveritisyou'reinto-ifit's notJesus- you'reintothe wrongthing." Allthe religious peoplesay
[clap-clap] "Yeah, get'em!"

Andthenyoulookat the religious peopleand say you're not very loving, you're nothumble, you're not
nice...you're the guys who murdered Jesus. They don'ttake thatwell atall. [laughter] AndJesuscalled
sinnerstorepentofsin,andreligious people torepent of religion. Andthe sinners actually love Jesus,
andthe religious peopletended to hate himthe most. Which means, if you're at Mars Hill, it'll be very
confusing, because truthfully, in the same day, | have gotten shot by people nationally who are all about
free sex and pornography, and fundamentalist pastors who preach out of the King James Bible.

[38.53] Okay? I'm a unifier, notadivider. | bringtogetherthe dude inthe dressandthe dudeinthe
suitintoacoalition. That's my giftto the body of Christ [laughing, clapping]

Anditmakesitfun, at leastforme. Butyou're goingto get critics- of some sort or kind. Right? You're
gonnaget...and that's okay. Andsome people say-|don't wantto talkabout Jesus because
somebody's notgonnalikeit. Noyousay- | love you, | try to be humble, you may disagree with me, but
let me talk toyou aboutJesus. Andyou can criticize me, and I'm gonna love you some more because -
Jesuslovesyou-that'swhy.

Additionally, verse 19"and they took hold him, they grabbed him, broughthimtothe A -that's Mars
Hill - that's where we get our name. Saying 'may we know what this new teachingis that you are
presenting, foryou bring some strange things to ourears. We wish to know therefore whatthese things
mean. Now all the Athenians - you could substitute Seattleites - and foreigners who lived there would
spendtheirtime in nothing excepttelling or hearing something new.

Alright. Use the conversational portals and outletsto getintothe cultural discourse. That's the next
point. Inthatday, Mars Hill wasthe court where the Athenian philosophers would gather, perhaps 30
men, and they would sort of oversee the teachingin the city. Socrates had beenthere manyyears
before Paul. Andsoeveryone would gatherandthey'djusttalk aboutall the latestideas. Thisistheir

Mark Driscoll Page 11



version of talk radio, MySpace, Facebook, YouTube, blogging. Thisistheirversion.

[40.13] Which meansif you're here and you're a Christian, you're a missionary, right? Wherever people
are talking, conversing, coffee shop, home, you know - Texas Hold 'Em tourney. Whateveryou're IN to,
your, I dunno - you're out for dinnervisiting with your friends - whatever the conversations of life and
discourse occur - Christians are to be there - lovingly, graciously, talking about Jesus. And thisincludes
online. Alright? That's why truthfully, we putas much aswe can forfree online. That's why we have a
website. That'swhywe're atiTunes. That's why we're at Facebook. That's why we're at MySpace.
That's why we're at YouTube.

That's why we put out as much as we can, because those are networks and communities where people
gettogetherforconversation. Andto be honest withyou, I'mshocked atwhat a bigdealitis. Again-
10 times more people listen onlinethan attend at Mars Hill. Andlike | started a Facebook account -
whichisweird, cause I'm notin college, and | already have a wife, sol don't need to meetgirls [laughter]

Sol started a Facebook account. And | gotlike 4 and a half thousand friends! Now notfriends like we're
goingto get matching sweatshirts and ride atandem bike - | think we should have a word otherthan
"friends." Butfriends with peoplewho gotalot of questions aboutJesus, and some are asking for
churchesand books, andit's just an opportunity to furtherdiscuss Jesus. Andto help some people come
toknow him. Paul didthat. Andso, in our discussion - you know - coffee shops and dinner parties and
hanging out with yourfriends and getting'into sports recleague and havinga community group and
opening up your home and bringing overyourfamily friends and neighbors - these are all little Mars
Hills - little conversation portals to talk to people about Jesus.

[41.45] The nextpointthen, he'sgonnatalkabout - or we're goingto see, rather- is him contextualizing
the gospel - verse 22. "So Paul standinginthe midst of the Areopagus - or Mars Hill - said, 'men of
Athens'" - he saysthe same thing Aristotle said - "I perceive thatin every way you are very religious.
Some of yourtranslations will say you're really "spiritual." Theirday was very spiritual but notinto
Jesus, justlike ourdayisvery spiritual but notintoJesus. I've spokeninnumerable people - and I'll ask
them questions like, "are you spiritual?" "ohyes, I'mvery spiritual" "whatdoyoudo?" "l pray" "who
doyou pray to?" "uh, God" "well, who's God?" "l dunno!"

They, they-don'tknow! They like to pray and they don't know who they're prayin'to! Why doyou
wantto be a good steward of the environmentand recycle? "well, | believe, God made the earth and
we need totake care of it!" "okay, great- whichgod?" "l dunno... whatevergod made the earth...|
dunnowhoitis!" There are a lot of very spiritual people doingwhatthey perceiveto be very spiritual
things butthey don't know anything about Jesus.

Itwasthe same way for Paulin Athens. So hesays- | see you're very spiritual. Isee you're very
religious. Foras| passed alongand observedthe object of yourworship | alsofound an altar with this
inscription "Tothe Unknown God" - let me explaintoyou what happened here.

[42.55] A plague broke out-people are dying. Their Greek view of the gods and goddessis that they're
mean, capricious, and nasty. So they thinks the gods must be punishingus. Sotheydecided-we'll let
sheepgo-whereverthe sheeplay down, we'llsacrificethe sheep tothe god of that area to appease
themsothat the plague won't continue. Well the sheep lay downinsome areas where they didn't know
whetherthere were any gods or not. Andso they builtlittle altarstothe unknown god, and sacrificed
forthatunknown deity. Soas Paulis walking, he's like, "unknown god, unknown god, unknown god." ...
It'sno differentthan Seattle. It's nodifferentin Seattle or most majorcitiesin the nation where people
believein God and don'tknow who he is.

Itgoeson to say: "whattherefore youworship as unknown, this | proclaimtoyou." I'll explain who God

is. The God who made the world and everythinginit, being Lord of heaven and earth, does notlivein
temples made by man, noris he served by human hands, as though he needed anything since he himself
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givestoall mankind life, and breath, and everything. And he made from one man - that's Adam- every
nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and
boundaries of theirdwelling place - thatthey should seek God, inthe hope that he might feel, that they
might, rather, feel theirway toward him and find him, yet he is actually not farfrom each one of us, for -
he quotes Epimenides from 600BC - "in him we live and move and have ourbeing. Andas some of your
own poets" - your own rock stars - "have said" - he quotes Aratus From 300BC - "forwe are indeed his
offspring"

[44.23] Now what Paul is doing here - he's contextualizing the gospel. He goestotheirplace. Speaks
theirlanguage. He puts argumenttogetherintheirform, philosophically, of understanding. He quotes
theirown poets-theirownrockstars as it were - because he's trying to contextualize the gospel. What
we're nottalking about here is changing the doctrine but contextualizing the style.

A- Allowing people to meetJesus without lots of cultural baggage and inhibitors. Paul said itthiswayin
1Cor9, "I became all thingsto all men, so that by all means | might save as many as possible - | do this
all forthe sake of the gospel that| mightshareinits blessing." Again-doctrine doesn't change, but
methodology does. Timeless truth, timelymethod.

And here'sthe truth. Andthisiswhere traditional or establishing churches - back to the question - this
iswhere they freak out. "You can't change the way we do church - because that will be: compromise."
My answeris no. Everysingle churchis culturally contextualized. Forexample pews didn'tcome into
existence until the 13th century. Before thatall Christians stood fortheirchurch service. Soany church
that's sittingdown is experiencing a cultural contextualization of the gospel. Any church that has mass
print Bibles, hymnals, books forsale - they're experiencing a 15th century contextualization of the
gospel, whereby the printing press was invented by Johannes Gutenberg. Before that there was nosuch
thing as mass market printingand media.

[45.53] Additionally, fastforward to the, uh - 19th century...late 19th century. At that pointwhatis
invented - and the church benefits from-is-sound systems and Pas. So any church that hasa sound
systemis experiencing a 19th century contextualization. Fastforward to the 20th century - anyone who
listens toaradio preacheris experiencinga20th centuryinnovation. In 1995, the internet went public.
Anyone who logs onto a website to find the church they wantto attendis experiencing, a 1995, 20th
century technological contextualization of the gospel.

Andsomy pointissimply this: it'snotwhetherornot a church contextualizes, it'sto what YEAR. Get
me point? Some churchesare onthe cuttingedge of the 17th century [laughter] Rightonthe cutting
edge. Right? If youwalkintoa church that doesn'tdoscreens, it'snoton the edge of the 21st century,
and I'm notsayingits sinful, bad, orwrong, but there are more televisions than people in America-and
people livewith ascreen-between theircomputerand television - and their phone, and whatever, you
know - multimedia device they have. Screens are a 21st century adaptation of technology for Christian
faith. We use themrightly.

If youwalkintoa church, and you know - they guy's really happy - tucks hisshirtin, has feathered hair, a
poloshirt, and, you know, is real happy, and has shadow fonts forall of his PowerPoint - that's the
1980s, right - you know that! You're goin' - "that's '86 -1 love Don Johnson - rock" [laughter] you know,
and...

You know, I can moon walk-thisis awesome - | feel athome, you know?

Every churchis contextualizedtoatime - the questionis-isit mosteffective -isit mostefficient-isit
lowering the threshold of accessibility to church, and Jesus and the teaching of the Bible? That's why at
Mars Hill we have ourown music- we write our own songs - that's why | speak English. 1don't speak
Dearly-Beloved-ism. I getintrouble forthisall the time. Dearly-Beloved-ismisthe guythatgetsupand,
[lowervoice] "Dearly beloved..." [chuckles]. One of the first churches | wenttoas a new Christian; guy
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gotup he'slike, [low voice] "dearly beloved" - I'mlike, "beloved? |justgothere, man" "we're not
beloved, dude-youand me, thatweirds me out" And he'slike, "uh, |.. We're gonnabeseech th"
beseech? Doesthat...thatsoundslikeit'll hurt-1don't know if | wannabe beseeched. |don'tknow
whatwe're talkin'about here - you gotta speak English. My dad's a construction worked and | justrolled
in-you know - | don't know what we're talkin'about!

[48.27] If he'dgot up an said, "welcome." I'd be like, "okay, now I'm withya."
"dear God" - okay, I'm withya. But the Holy-Beloved-ismisjust weird. | don't speak Holy-Beloved-ism -
there'sareasonforthat.

I dressinregularclothes. Atleastwhatl considertobe regularclothes, right? Idon't comeina suit,
becausel-...Idon'tlike em! And, uh... | thinkthe Jesus t-shirts are funny. Andthisoneis from Urban
Outfitters-it's D.J. Jazzy Jesus, and uh, and if you think aboutit - here's what's weird: at Urban
Outfitters they're selling Jesus t-shirts! Butif youaskthe kids sellingthe Jesus t-shirts - theyhaduh - t-
shirt of his mother Mary - uh... THEY believeinthe Virgin Birth. | mean, bizarre... Urban Outfitters does
andthe emerging pastorsrlike - "l dunno." Well, goto Urban Outfitters and ask the non-Christian kids
inthe Virgin Mary t-shirt. - [laughter] he'll tell youithappened!

Eventhoughhe's goin'to hell, wearing the Virgin Mary shirt - at least he's got that settled. I meanit's
justweird. It'sjusta weird day - that's my point.

Andthat's why we have a website, and that's why we use technology, and that's why we use video...it's
all just cultural adaptation so more people can meetJesus-that'sall. Alright. Itincludesservice times
aswell. So, you know - our campuses have different servicetimes - butlike, at this campus we've got
two morning, three evenings, what time's the lastone? 8:30pm! Because ourcity isfilled with single
people who can't get up 'till the crack of dinner[laughter] - so we're gonnareach them! But seriously -
I'm preachingthe 8:30 - we started this service nottoo longago - people continually show up late with
bedhead! [laughter] [fake yawn] - It'slike ...it's like "it's 9 o'clock!" What were youdoing?? "l dunno, |
dunno...I" [sigh] Alright-welcome all you guild leaders-you know - Jesus died foryoutoo! [laughter]
Gee-whiz! Imean'sit's crazy. So.

[50.12] But it'sjusttryin'to find ways to welcome everybody and love 'em. Okay, you got the point.

Verse 29. Contextualization. Verse29-"Beingthen God's offspring," Paul says, "we ought not to think
thatthe divine beingislike gold orsilverorastone or an image formed the artand the imagination of
man. Intimesofignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent."
Now he's getting' kindafundamentalist, uh - "because he has fixed aday on which he will judge the
worldinrighteousness by aman" - that's Jesus - "whom he's appointed. And of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the dead." - that's the resurrection of Jesus.

In addition to contextualizing, Paul is here also contending for the gospel. He says it this wayin Jude 3,
"to contend forthe faith that was once forall delivered to the Christian saints." That means notonly we
dowe-try'n do Christianity in away that's culturally accessible - we also need to make sure that we
defendthe distinctivetruth claims of the Bible, Jesus, and the historic Christian faith. Here, whatheis
saying, firstof all - Zeusis not god! Jesusis! First thing. There's one God - hisnameis Jesus. Thatwas
VERY controversial.

Secondly, he said God is the Creator- and he made the earth and all the people onit. That was
controversial, because they believed in an eternal universe. Theydidn't believe there was aCreatorora
Creation. He said furthermore - you're all sinners. Andtheydidn't believe that-and needtorepentof
yoursin-and theydidn'tbelieve that-and he said- if you don't, you'll be judged by Jesusinthe end.
He'sthe one whorose from death. They didn'tbelieve that God made them; they didn't believe that
they were sinners; they didn't believethey needed to repent; they didn't believe that God would judge
them;theydidn't believe that ANYONE rose from death; and they didn't believe there was any eternal
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consequence like heaven or hell.

And Paul hereis contending. He'ssayin: thisisreallyis whatthe Bible says. Thisreallyis whatJesus
taught-thisreallyis what Christians believe - thisreally is the heart of all thatit means to be a faithful
Christian.

[52.02] Andso inas much as possible, we can contextualize, but at certain points we cannot change
what we believe because that would cause us to be false teachers, heretics, and compromisers, and we
need to be contenders. Contendersforwhatistrue.

Now insayingthis, | believe part of the problem with what is know as the emerging church is what my
friend D.A. Carsonoutline onabook on, uh, First Corinthians. And he said thatone generation believes
something, the next generation assumes it, and the third generation deniesit. That's what's happening.
There was a day where the Bible and Jesus and the Trinity and sin and heaven and hell was believed.
Andthenthere wasthe proliferation of sortasoft- whatwe'll call "seeker churches" - thatdidn'tdeny
those things, but sortaassumed them. And didn'tstressthem. Now theirchildrenraise up, and they
deny them - and that's what's happening.

Whichiswhy contendingissoincredibly important. To make sure that we clearly declare whatit means
to be Christian;and so I'll tell you.

Thereisone God.

Thereisone God, and he isthe makerand heaven of earth.

Andhe made usin hisimage and likeness, male and female with dignity, value, worth, and purpose. He
made us to worship. And we chose tosinagainsthim- to rebel againsthim-to disobey him. Asaresult
we are separated from God and we live underthe foolish myth that to some degree we are each our
own god - declaringright and wrongand living our own life by our own standards. Andthat God lovingly
came into human history as the man Jesus Christ - fully God, fully man. That he was born of a virgin, and
he lived alife without sinthough he was temptedin every way aswe are. And he wenttothe cross, and
there he substituted himself. Ourfirst parentsinthe garden substituted themselves for God, and at the
crossJesus reversed that substitution and substituted himself forsinners. And whenJesuswhentothe
cross, he took willingly upon him, the SIN of those who would come to trustin him-that meansme! As
asinner-Jesuswenttoa cross and took upon himselfall my sin - past,present, and future.

AndJesus Christ - God who was a man - diedin my place, for my sins, paying my debt my God, and
purchasing my salvation. Jesus'dead body was then laidinatomb, and for three days, he was buried.
Andthe third day - a Sunday, whichis why we worship on that day - Jesus rose in victory over Satan, sin,
death, demons, and hell. And he commissioned us-with the Holy Spirit - to be missionaries telling this
amazingly good news thatthere's a God who passionately, lovingly, continually, relentlessly pursues us.
And he ascendedinto heaven, andtodayJesusisalive and well. And he'sseatedonathrone. Andheis
rulingandreigning overall nations and all cultures and all philosophies and all races and all periods of
time. Heisrulingover moderns and postmoderns and women and men and children and the elderly
andthe rich and the poorand the wise and the simple and the black and the white and those who are
living and those who are dead and those who have been born and those who will be bornand he is King
of Kingsand heis Lord of Lords, and he isrulingand reigning overall people commanding everyone
everywhere torepent of everything and he is coming again to judge the livingand the dead and those
whotrustin himwill enjoy eternityin his kingdom of heaven forever, and those who do not will suffer
apartfrom himin the conscious eternal torments of hell!!

Thatiswhat we believe! We believeinJESUS! [applause]
[55.53] And I know! I know that some of you don'tlike that! And - and the case was the sameinthe

days of Paul. Which brings me to my last point- that he says it this way - Luke does, "Now when they
heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. Otherssaid: we will hearyou againaboutthis. So
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Paul went out from their midst. Butsome men joined them and believed - among whom were Dionysius
of the Aeropagite and amember of the Mars Hill courtand a women named Damaris - probably a
common woman - and others withthem.

When JESUS s lifted up, when Jesusis made much of, when Jesus'name is declared with authority and
power-notjustas our example, butasour savior- not justour example, but ourredeemer- not justas
ourexample, butas ourKing of Kings and Lord of Lords there are three reactions. Oneis contempt. As
Paul experienced - roll theireyes and reject the option - and sa, "thisis ridiculous - thisis old religion -
thisis Christianity- uh, we're tired of this. Have you nothingnew?" Nothere ISnosuchthingasa"new
kind of Christian." There's just Christians who love Jesus, believe the Bible, repent of sinand trustin him
alone.

There are those who have contempt.

There are others who have curiosity. Perhaps some of you have contempt, you know, "l can't believe |
got drug here by my friend! He justtold me I'm goin' to hell - KNEW he's a fundamentalist- | KNEW
it!"

Now, | LOVEya - and you're goingto Hell. Butlloveyaand youdon't needtogo to Hell! Yousay, "I
don'tlike hell!" Great!Jesus! Nowyoudon'tneedtogoto hell! You're welcome.

Now - forthose of you who have curiosity, right? Askyourfriends who are Christians 'n broughtyou -
joinacommunity group. Come forward for prayer afterward. Sendinyourquestionsviae-mail. Letus
answeryourquestions. Continue to pursue yourcuriosity. Andif you pursue the truth, you'llend up
worshipping, loving, knowing: Jesus!

Andsome are converted. Some say, "you know what? | believeinJesus. | believe he lived, died, rose in
my place, formysins- he's my great God and savior-and | want him to change my life now, and | want
my life to be lived with him forever." If that's you, we would beg- IMPLORE you - to give yourlife to
Jesustoday. To confessyoursinand trustinhim. Become a Christian. You can do thatin prayerin
yourseat.

[58.07] Here'swhat we're all about: Jesus.

The emerging church will come and go. The traditional church will come and go. The church of Jesus
Christ will continue on, becauseJesusisthe same yesterday, today, and forever. So here's my promise
toyou Mars Hill: we will always be aboutJesus. Aslongas/'m here. Furthermore, we'll do all we canto
welcome as many as we can through as many cultural mediums and adaptations as we possibly can-to
know the Jesus of the Bible - without changing any of our doctrinal convictions - because our goal is not
justto be fruitful, it's also to be faithful.

Forthose of youwho are Christian - we would call you today to repent of sinand continue to trustin
Jesus. Forthose of you who are non-Christians today - we would encourage you to become Christians -
torepentofsin,andtrustinlJesus.

Andwe're now goingto give you an opportunity torespond. A couple ways that we do that at Mars Hill:
prayerandrepentance. Getthingsrightbetweenyouand God. If you are Christian, you're welcome to
take communion with us, which isremembering the body and blood of Jesus who takes away sinand
gives ussalvation. Give of yourtithes and offerings so that the ministry of Jesus can continue. And
lastly, we're going to stay, we're going to sing, and we're going to celebrate: we'll raise our hands, we'll
raise ourvoices, we'll raise our heartand our minds...to Jesus. He'salive and well -and unlike anyone
and anything, he isworthy of all worship and praise. Andsonow is YOUR chance Mars Hill to worship
Jesus. Tomake much of hisname. In a place that desperately needsto know how absolutely altogether
wonderful heis. Amen?
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Thankyou, I'll pray.

Lord Jesus- we are all aboutyou, we're ONLY about you, we're continually about you - we're thoroughly
aboutyou. May your name be made much of. May YOUR fame be declared tothe city and the nations.
Lord Jesus- may YOUR people speak of the goodness of your work intheirlife. Holy Spirit, | ask that if
there are any here that do not know love, serve, belongto, adore, trustin, follow Jesus - that you would
give them heartsto receive - mindsto believe - wills to desire todo so. Lord Jesus for those whodo
know you -it is my prayerthat the heart of this church would continually burn foryou. Thatour Bible...
[1.00]

[End]
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